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HOMEMAKERS'  CHAT  Monday,  March  31,  1941 

(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 

Subject:  "NOTES  ON  CLOTHES  MOTHS  AND  CARPET  BEETLES. "  Information  from  the  Bureau 
of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine,  U.S.D.A. 
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You  can  save  yourself  money — and  grief,  too — just  by  spending  a  little  extra 
time  on  housecleaning  these  spring  days.    Now  is  a  good  time  for  a  drive  on  clothes 
closets,  bureau  drawers,  and  storage  chests.    Now  is  the  time  to  go  after  dust 
gathered  in  dark  corners.     Work  on  the  cracks  and  crannies  first  with  a  brush  and 
then  with  an  insect  spray.     The  next  bright  sunny  day  get  the  wool  clothes  all  out 
on  the  line  for  a  sunning  and  brushing.     Wash  all  the  washable  woolens  like  socks 
and  sweaters.     Winter  coats  and  suits  due  for  a  dry  cleaning  better  not  hang  around 
and  wait.     More  than  birds  are  flying  about  looking  for  food  these  da?/s.  Clothes 
moths  are  active,  too — and  carpet  beetles.     Thorough  cleaning  is  a  cheap  and  effec- 
tive way  to  avoid  trouble  from  these  expensive  and  destructive  insects. 

Of  course,  you  know — every  good  housekeeper  knows — that  moths  and  carpet 
beetles  have  no  season  anymore,  now  that  houses  are  warm  and  comfortable  for  them 
the  year  around.    But  spring  is  a  particularly  dangerous  time  because   that's  the 
time  you're  likely  to  leave  around  so  many  free  meals  of  wool  or  fur  to  tempt  these 
pests.    You  know  how  it  is.     Warm  spring  weather  arrives.     You  leave  off  your  heavy 
clothes.    You  shove  the  winter  blankets  away  in  the  closet.     You're  glad  to  forget 
them.    But  the  moths  and  the  beetles  don't  forget  them.     Before  you  know  it,  you 
find  hols  and  more  holes.     Good  clothes  ruined,  blankets  that  will  never  look  the 
same.     Expense — and  trouble. 

The  entomologists  estimate  that  the  clothes  moth  alone  costs  this  country 
many  millions  of  dollars  every  year.     Yet  all  this  expense  and  trouble  is  unneces- 
sary.    Outwitting  the  clothes  moth  is  a  simple  matter  and  needn't  cost  much,  if 
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anything.     Some  of  the  most  effective  weapons  are  sunshine,  thorough  brushing, 
washing,  and  dry  cleaning. 

Moths  can't  stand  "bright  sunshine.     The  little  moth  worms  or  larvae  dror>  to 
■  the  ground  from  clothing  left  hanging  in  the  sun  on  the  line,  especially  if  the 
clothes  are  spread  out  so  there  are  no  folds  where  the  moths  can  hide  from  light. 
Brushing  clothes,  especially  all  seams  and  pockets,  will  crush  or  dislodge  the  moth 
eggs.    Dry  cleaning  kills  all  forms  of  moths  and  carpet  beetles.     Washing  in  good 
thick  soapsuds  also  kills  these  insects. 

Once  you  have  your  clothes  clean  and  free  of  these  insects,  you  have  to  take 
precautions  to  keep  them  that  way.     This  is  easy  with  the  clothes  you  won't  need 
any  more  this  season.    You  can  pack  these  away  now  in  tight  chests  or  sealed  boxes 
or  bags  with  moth  flakes.    Just  be  sure  every  crack  is  sealed  so  no    moth  can 
crawl  in. 

Moth  flakes  go  in  as  an  added  protection  to  the  clothes  you  store  away,  to 
take  care  of  any  little  moth  that  happens  to  survive  the  brushing  or  sunning,  or 
get  into  clothes  after  cleaning. 

By  the  way,  there  are  several  facts  about  these  flakes  every  good  housekeeper 
needs  to  know.     To  begin  with,  it's  not  the  smell  of  the  flakes  that  drives  off 
moths;  it's  the  fumes  the  flakes  give  off  as  they  evaporate  that  kill  moths.  A 
vague  whiff  of  mothballs  or  any  other  odor  has  no  effect  on  a  moth.     But  concen- 
trated gas  means  death.     That's  why  you  need  to  use  plenty  of  flakes,  and  use  them 
in  a  tightly  sealed  place.     Use  about  one  pound  of  flakes  in  an  ordinary-size  chest 
or  trunk. 

Another  point  to  remember  is  that  the  gas  from  the  flakes  is  heavier  than 
air.     It  gradually  sinks  to  the  bottom  of  the  chest  or  trunk.     Sprinkle  the  flakes 
in  between  the  clothes,  and  then  add  extra  flakes  on  top. 
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You  can  buy  flakes  of  either  napthalene  or  paradichlorobenzene.     Moth  "balls 
are  one  form  of  napthalene,  but  flakes  are  better  because  they  evaporate  faster. 
Paradichlorobenzene  flakes  cost  more  but  act  faster.     Many  people  prefer  their  odor 
to  the  familiar  mothball  smell. 

So  much  for  facts  about  flakes.     Let's  get  back  to  your  clothes  —  the 
sweaters  and  light  wools  you'll  be  using  off  and  on  all  summer.    You  can't  pack  those 
away  for  the  season.     Then  how  can  you  save  them  from  insect  damage;     One  way  is  to 
keep  them  in  a  light  airy  place  and  give  them  frequent  brushing  and  sunning.  Even 
better,  have  one  closet  set  aside  for  them.     Seal  all  the  cracks  of  the  closet,  and 
then  put  a  rubber  gasket  or  weather  stripping  on  the  door,  so  moths    can't  get  in, 
and  fumes  can't  get  out.    Up  at  the  top  of  the  closet  keep  an  open  bowl  of  moth 
flakes.    Use  about  a  pound  of  flakes  for  every  100  cubic  feet  of  closet  space.  As 
the  flakes  evaporate,  refill  the  bowl.    You  can  keep  clothes  handing  in  this  gas- 
filled  closet,  and  use  them  as  needed.     Just  be  sure  to  keep  the  door  shut  tight, 
and  plenty  of  flakes  in  the  closet  for  concentrated  fumes. 

You  are  welcome  to  free  leaflets  on  either  the  clothes  moth  or  the  carpet 
beetle.    To  get  copies  just  send  a  postcard  to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  asking  for  Leaflet  145  on  clothes  moths,  or  Leaflet  150  on 
carpet  beetles.    As  long  as  the  free  supply  lasts,  those  leaflets  are  yours  for  the 
asking. 
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